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Why is composting so hot?
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“The nation that destroys its soil destroys itself.” 
President Franklin D Roosevelt - 1937

COMPOST 

ORGANIC MATTER MATTERS

Clinton T Sander – A1 Organics – Marketing Manager



ME

SOIL = FOOD = HEALTH 

CLINTON T SANDER
MARKETING MANAGER



A1 ORGANICS
• OVER 50 YEARS IN THE ORGANICS RECYCLING and SOIL AMENDMENT INDUSTRY
• Colorado’s first fully permitted Organics Recycling Facility 1996 

• “Lost Antlers” Golden, Colorado
• Current Facilities: Eaton, Keenesburg, Commerce City, Englewood
• Over 500 acres of processing sites  
• 45 full time employees
• 34,000,000 gallons of fat, oils, greases, and liquid food residuals.
• 525,000 tons per year diverted from disposal to recycling
• 410,000 cubic yards of compost, mulch, soil products sold annually
• Colorado Environmental Leadership Program - Gold Level Partner for 6 years
• USCC Composter of the Year
• Recycle Colorado: Colorado’s Best Commercial Diversion Program

CLINTON SANDER
MARKETING MANAGER
CLINTONSANDER@A1ORGANICS.COM

THE ORGANIC RECYCLING SOLUTION

FOR A SUSTAINABLE COLORADO



LAMBLAND INC 1980



A1 ORGANICS EATON

80 ACRES
28,000 Tons Processed annually
Organics include commercial food, 
liquids, yard trimmings.



420 ACRES
428,000 Tons Processed Annually
organics include, Food Scraps, Yard 
Trimmings, Liquids, and Biosolids

A1 ORGANICS KEENESBURG



A1 ORGANICS SHERIDAN & COMMERCE CITY

Combined 22 ACRES
Yard Trimmings
Log
Soils & Sod



CLOSING THE COMPOST LOOP



Benefits of Compost Application & 
Organics Recycling

1. Improved Soil Health

• Increased Organic Matter: 

Compost enriches soil with 

organic matter, improving soil 

structure, porosity, and aeration.

• Enhanced Microbial Activity: 

Provides a habitat for beneficial 

microorganisms that aid in nutrient 

cycling and disease suppression.

• Improved Water Retention: 

Compost helps soil retain 

moisture, reducing irrigation 

needs.

2. Enhanced Nutrient Supply

• Slow-Release Nutrients: 

Provides a steady release of 

essential nutrients like nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and potassium.

3. Erosion Control

• Compost improves soil 

aggregation, making soil less 

prone to erosion by wind or water.

4. Improved Plant Growth

• Enhances root development and 

overall plant health.

• Improves resistance to pests and 

diseases due to better soil conditions.

5. Carbon Sequestration

• Compost application helps sequester 

carbon in the soil, reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions and mitigating climate 

change.

6. Reduction in Waste

• Diverts organic waste from landfills, 

reducing methane emissions and 

promoting sustainable waste 

management practices.

7. pH Balancing

• Acts as a buffer to help stabilize soil 

pH, making it more suitable for diverse 

crops.

8. Reduction of Soil 

Contaminants

• Compost can bind heavy 

metals and other contaminants, 

reducing their availability to 

plants.

9. Cost Savings

• By reducing the need for 

chemical fertilizers, pesticides, 

and irrigation, farmers can 

achieve long-term economic 

benefits.

10. Closing the Compost 

Loop

• Methane produced from 

decomposing organics in 

landfills is 16% of the country’s 

methane emissions. US EPA



NUTRIENT 
AVAILABILITY

• Slow-Release Macro & Micronutrients
• Compost provides a balanced supply of essential nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus, 

potassium, and micronutrients) in forms that are slowly released over time, 
reducing nutrient leaching.

• This gradual release matches plant uptake, ensuring nutrients are available 
throughout the growing season, also into following seasons.

• High Soluble Salts can be problematic to root growth & microbial activity. (we are 
moving out).

• Again, with Compost not all available Nitrogen is immediate.
• Chemical vs Natural – Chemical is immediate “One & Done”. Natural is stable 

and releases over time preventing leaching and improving soil.



SOIL 
STRUCTURE 

• Balances Soil Density.

• Compost helps plant growth by balancing soil density. In soils that are too tight, 
compost helps to loosen the soil; whereas in soil that is too loose, it helps to clump it 
together. This balancing allows plants to develop healthier roots into the soil 
contributing to healthier growth.

• Another way to explain this is Heavy Soil is not good soil. Adding organic matter 
changes the way heavy is organized. Organic matter works as glue, sticking heavy 
particles together into aggregates, creating more structure and space, for a lighter 
soil.

• Additionally stable soil stays in place protecting against the movement of additional 
nutrients.



BIODIVERSITY

Enhances soil biota population and diversity.
How: 
Compost provides a good food source for beneficial soil and 
plant microbes, increasing their population, as well as the 
population of creatures that feed upon them (e.g., worms).



Organic
Matter

MATTERS
90-100% per 
cubic yard.



INCREASING
ORGANIC 
MATTER

The quickest, most effective, & sustainable way to 
increase OM is directly adding it to the soil.



City of Greeley Application



COMPOST APPLIED IN THE FALL. GRASS 
GREEN UP PRESPRING. NO WATER



EATON COMMUNITY CENTER
BASEBALL FIELDS
TOP DRESSED – ½” per 1000 sqft



FORT COLLINS RESIDENTIAL
TOP DRESS – ½” per 1000 sqft

Immediate water reduction while compost 
moves into soil from aeration and 
brooming. Fertilizer requires move water 
for application. 



“1% OF ORGANIC MATTER IN THE TOP SIX 
INCHES OF SOIL WOULD HOLD 
APPROXIMATELY 27,000 GALLONS OF 
WATER PER ACRE.”





Johnson Farm
3000 CY over 200 acres
Increased yield, worms, water pivots reduction 



REGENERATIVE POTENTIAL OF COMPOST: SOIL 
LONGEVITY

• By replenishing soil organic matter and organic nutrients, compost helps 
prevent soil degradation, maintaining long-term productivity.

• Reduces or removes the cost for Artificial Fertilizers.
• Improve plant’s natural ability to defined against disease
• Reduce water frequencies and volume from increased holding capacity.



DISEASE SUPRESSION

• Restores soil health encouraging thicker 
grass, providing a super healthy turf.

• NECROTIC RING SPOT – COMPOST is an 
effective treatment to remove this 
common Colorado lawn disease.

• Tested and Supported by Colorado State 
University department of Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture.

• One year after treatment
• Application ¼” in Fall & Spring
• Aeration applied to test area





Carbon Sequestration through Compost Application Pilot Project
In Sonoma, California, sixteen farms and ranches participated in the 
program during 2023, collectively sequestering an impressive 6,070 
metric tons of CO2 equivalent over 15 years. To put this into 
perspective, sequestering this amount of carbon is equivalent to 
taking approximately 1,500 passenger commuter vehicles off the road 
for one year. Another compelling comparison is the amount of carbon 
sequestered by 7,087 acres of U.S. forests in a single year.



www.compostingcouncil.orgwww.epa.gov/sustainable-
management-
food/composting





WORDS MATTER
ORGANICS RECYCLING

The process of diverting food scraps, yard waste, and other 
compostable materials from landfills and turning them into 
valuable soil amendments like compost through natural 
decomposition.

ORGANICS COLLECTION
A curbside or drop-off service that gathers organic waste (natural 
resources) including food scraps, yard trimmings, and 
compostable materials for transport to a composting or 
processing facility.

COMPOSTING
The controlled biological decomposition of organic materials (like 
food waste, leaves, and manure) into a nutrient-rich soil 
amendment called compost. This process requires the right 
balance of air, moisture, and temperature.

COMPOST
A dark, crumbly, earthy-smelling material produced from 
composting. Compost enhances soil health, improves water 
retention, supports plant growth, and helps sequester carbon.



CLINTONSANDER@A1ORGANICS.COM

#RESTOREYOURSOIL

QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU

#ORGANICSMATTERMATTERS



Thank you
ClintonSander@a1organics.com

Rutger@ecocycle.com

Summit for Recycling – Grand Junction, Colorado – June 2nd-4th, 2025
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