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Working with Food Rescue
Groups to Reduce Wasted
Food in Colorado

C

Diane Calvin, CAFE Food Rescue
Rita Mary Hennigan (she/her), UpRoot Colorado
Rachel Setzke, Eco-Cycle



Run of Show

1. Grounding around language

2. Understand where food loss happens and impacts of food
loss/recovery

3. Explore approaches to food recovery in Colorado

4. Interactive conversation: How can we work together to change
the ways Coloradans interact with food and food systems to
reduce food insecurity and wasted food?
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Language matters

Food Surplus: The unsold food in fields, and at farms, stores, events and
other locations that is perfectly good for people to eat.
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Photos from UpRoot and Cafe Food Rescue




Language matters

Animal Edible Food: Food that is
no longer appropriate for human
consumption but is still safe for
animals. Examples: Spent grains
from brewing and food scraps.




Language matters

Organics or Organic Feedstocks: include Food

Scraps & Yard Trimmings. May include certified
compostables if accepted at local processors. These are
the materials collected to be processed into biochar, mulch =

digestate or compost.

Compost or Finished Compost: is the product manufactured
through the controlled aerobic, biological decomposition of
biodegradable materials. The product has undergone mesophilic and
thermophilic temperatures, which significantly reduces the viability of
pathogens and weed seeds, and stabilizes the carbon, such that it is
beneficial to plant growth. Compost is typically used as a soil
amendment, but may also contribute plant nutrients. (USCC 2018
official definition)



https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/CompostDefinition
https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/CompostDefinition

Language matters

Organic Waste, Food Waste, Yard
Waste: Organics only become
waste when their value is ruined
and lost by being landfilled or
incinerated.

Organic Waste is to be avoided at
all costs!




Language matters

Food recovery or food
rescue: The act of collecting
food that would otherwise be
wasted, and redirecting it for
human consumption.
Recovering or rescuing this
food represents a critical
opportunity to improve food
security and reduce waste.

" Photo from Cafe Food Rescue




$EPA  Food Recovery Hierarchy

Environmental Protection
Agency

Source Reduction
Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

Feed Hungry People

Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens and shelters

Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal food

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering and
fuel conversion and food scraps for

digestion to recover energy

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich
soil amendment

Landfill/

Incineration
Last resort to
disposal

Old model

Wasted Food Scale

How to reduce the environmental impacts of wasted food

© avop
Prevent Wasted Food Send Down the Drain,
Produce, buy, and serve Landﬁ"' or lncmerate
only what is needed with or without energy recovery
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Anaerobic Digestion
with disposal of digestate/blosolids
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Apply to
the Land

Compost
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Anaerobic

Digestion
with beneficial use of
digestate/biosolids

New Model
2023
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Food Waste

63M Tons

Recycled Food

2 37M 9M Tons
Donated Food
Tons of Food U 1.75M Tons
in U.S. by

EATEN FOOD:
(exc. Donations)

163M Tons

Source: ReFED/2023 Data (Published Feb 2025)

SURPLUS FOOD:
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CONSUMER-FACING BUSINESSES N HOMES

17.2M Tons = 26M Tons
23% | $175.7B 35% | $151.3B

MANUFACTURING

13.2M Tons
18% | $41.9B

FARMS

17.6M Tons
24% | $13B

gooo | gonn
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CONSUMER-FACING BUSINESSES INCLUDE:

RETAIL 4.4M Tons | 26% | $28.7B

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANTS 5.8M Tons | 34% | $70.4B
LIMITED SERVICE RESTAURANTS 2.5M Tons | 14% | $26.6B
OTHER FOODSERVICE* 4.4M Tons | 26% | $50B

Source: ReFED/2023 Data (Published Feb 2025)
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2022
CO: 11.5%, $4.13
US: 13.5%, $3.99

SUMMIT COUNTY FOOD INSECURE POPULATION: 2,830

FOOD INSECURITY RATE ESTIMATED PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY AMONG FOOD INSECURE AVERAGE MEAL COST
PEOPLE OVERALL $5.33
41% Above SNAP threshold ADDITIONAL MONEY REQUIRED
TO MEET FOOD NEEDS
599 Below SNAP threshold of 200% $ 2,836,000

Click a County to view details

https://map.feedingamerica.orq/
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https://map.feedingamerica.org/

The Standard Calculates the Real Costs of Meeting
Each of the Major Budget ltems

Official Poverty Measure Self-Sufficiency Standard
Food is 1/3 of the budget and Housing and child care account for almost
all other costs are 2/3 of the budget. half of the family budget in the Standard.

Net Taxes

18.4%

Misc. Costs
Monthly Expenses
= $10,570

Monthly Expenses
= $2,313

Child Care
31.5%

=

Series 1 Point "Food" Data Label

W CENTER FOR WOMEN’S WELFARE

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON ﬂ
School of Social Work (

The official poverty measure only covers @ ®
22% 22% of the costs of all basic needs as defined W e 'R Summit County v
CCLP by the Self-Sufficiency Standard W 2 adults + 1infant + 1 preschooler RECYCLE
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Self-Sufficiency Standard for
Two Family Types in Summit County, 2022

$9,000
$8,000
Net Taxes: $1,210
$7,000
Misc Costs: $775
Net Taxes: $1,306 S
76,000 Health Care: $767
Misc Costs: $620 .
$5,000 Transportation: $605
Health Care: $633
: Transportation: $314
4,000
Net Taxes: $718
3,000 Misc Costs: $370
Health Care: $227 Child Care: $1,654 Child Care: $1,557
$2.000 Transportation: $306
$1,000 Housing: $1,797 Housing: $1,797
s0 P~
One Adult One Adult, One Preschooler Two Adults, Two School-age
$3,660 per month/ $7,007 per month/ $8,172 per month/
$20.80 per hour $39.82 per hour $23.21 per hour per adult v
ccLp RECYCLE
TR COLORADO




® Hourly Self-Sufficiency Wage

e for One Adult with
W‘K One Preschooler $2110 - $24.95 525.20 - $28.05 [ s28.98 - $32.96 [ $33.57 - s42.56
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Montezuma La Plata

https://selfsufficiencystandard.org/colorado/




What is :
Gleaning?

The act of gathering
excess crops from farm
fields, orchards, and/or
fruit trees and
redistributing them for
human consumption.

COLORADO




Pounds
gleaned
since 2017:
458,000+

Regions: 7

Hunger-relief
partners:
70+

Farm
partners: 50+

Volunteers:
275
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Summit for Recycling - Grand Junction, Colorado - June 2nd-4th, 2025
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Food Rescue

Oriscotts S Strowberries
Only the Finest Berries™ ’
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Grocery Store Rescue
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Summit for Recycling - Grand Junction, Colorado - June 2nd-4th, 2025
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Restaurant Cleanout
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3C:FE Food Rescue (.01
955 Ridge St #3046
Mo Cafefoodres;ye, org ntwtlhil5
Ce nte,:::: £ ?/ 14 Use or free iy ¥
s .h TUit salag
+ "Oneydew, watarmelon, stz

Summit for Recycling - Grand Junction, Colorado - June 2nd-4th, 2025
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Food Donors

(

Grocery Stores/
Retail

\

.

Retaurants/
Food Service

\_

(

Event Centers/
Caterers

Food Recipients

Food Pantries

Other Nonprofit
Partners

Community
Dinners

CAFE Food Rescue

125,000 pounds of food in 2024
100,000 meals

4 food pantry partners

4 community dinners

Other non-profit organizations
4 own food pantries

Pop-up fresh markets
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Valuing Food More Highly as a Food Waste Reduction Strategy




Map of Food Rescue and Food Recovery Nonprofits in Colorado

A Sedgwick
e Vindeket Foods _ o 25} o Boulder Food
Moffat Jackson L Weld Ph
Routt | Rescue
[ | Siand Boulder " Broomfield 7} § i
e Longmont Food /_Mm s Washington
Rescue . -~ Ll "j" —— v e Denver Food Rescue

Summit &
&

El Paso

e Kaizen Food Rescue

Crowley

Saguache Custer

Otero

‘ Huerfano
Mineral
Rio Grande | Alamosa /

e We Don't Waste
25}

Montezuma
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e UpRoot Colorado (7 regions across the state)



http://longmontfoodrescue.org/
http://longmontfoodrescue.org/
https://www.cafefoodrescue.org/
https://www.foodtopowerco.org/
https://www.boulderfoodrescue.org/
https://www.boulderfoodrescue.org/
http://denverfoodrescue.org/
http://https//www.kaizenfoodrescue.org/
https://www.wedontwaste.org/

How can we work together to change the
ways Coloradans interact with food and food
systems to reduce food insecurity and
wasted food?

How can we incorporate the understanding
: : of food surplus and food recovery into the
Discussion: work our work?

How can we (communities, composters and
organizations) partner with food rescue
groups?

Community Engagement

Programmatic partnerships to meet community goals

Policies
Other ways?




Thank you & Contact info

Diane Calvin, CAFE Food Rescue, dcalvin@cafefoodrescue.org

Rita Mary Hennigan, UpRoot Colorado, rita@uprootcolorado.org



mailto:dcalvin@cafefoodrescue.org
mailto:rita@uprootcolorado.org

Food Insecurity Rates @

No Data

13.1-26.0%

2023 Data Feeding America

Food

Insecurity Cost of Meal |Above SNAP
Summit
County 10.0% $4.74 47%
Colorado 12.7% $3.73 48%
United States 14.3% $3.58 37%

https://map.feedingamerica.org/county/2023/overall/colorado
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@ Produce: 34.0%

@ Fresh Prepared: 10.9%
@ Desserts: 10.1%

@ Non-food: 2.5%

@ Lunch Meat: 0.7%

@ Prep Fruit/Veg: 0.2%

@ Protein Entree: 0.1%

@ Bread/Rolls: 19.7%

@ Dairy: 10.8%

@ Shelf Stable: 8.8%

@ Raw Protein: 1.6%

@ Pasta/Rice Entree: 0.3%

@ Starch: 0.2%
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