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The Purpose and Promise of Compostable Products
Why (Certified) Compostables?

1. Facilitate the diversion of more food and yard 
waste – less landfill methane, more soil 
amendment!

2. Reduce contamination by replacing 
non-compostable contaminants, ensure 
breakdown in well-managed compost piles to 
avoid persistent chemicals, microplastics.

3. Financially support compost collection and 
processing (EPR, BPI microgrants)
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Colorado As A Leader
Colorado remains the first state to have passed EPR 
(2022) and comprehensive labeling legislation (2023) 

 Support for processing infrastructure? >>> $ Secured 
via EPR, more is needed, particularly for collection & 
haulers

Contaminants in compost streams? >>> On-product 
labeling requirements targets bad actors, EPR 
provides $ for audits
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Understanding Colorado’s SB23-253: 
Standards for Products Represented as 

Compostable
AKA “The Compostables Labeling Act” or “CLA”

Mellik Gorton, CDPHE 



● CLA’s what’s and why’s
● Scope
● How it will impact business and other entities 
● Labeling requirements
● Labeling prohibitions
● Extended producer responsibility & compostables 

Overview: 



The CLA creates:
● Labeling requirements compostable 

products
● Prohibitions for non-compostable 

products 



Why the CLA?
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Falsely marketed products as compostable:
○ Create confusion
○ Cost burden to consumers
○ Contaminates compost streams & 

environment
○ Increase cost and operational challenges for 

compost manufacturers
○ Reduce value of finished compost or makes 

unmarketable

Why the CLA?
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What are they?
● Containers
● Plates
● Bowls
● Cups
● Lids
● Beverage containers
● Meat trays
● Deli rounds
● Utensils
● Sachets

Food Service Products

● Condiment packaging
● Clamshells
● Bowls
● Other hinged or 

lidded containers
● Wraps
● Portion cups
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A product made of plastic whether alone or in combination with another 
material, including paperboard. 

1. Made of petrochemical or plant-based plastics
2. Package or packaging component
3. A film product, and
4. A food service product that is a plastic product

Plastic Product Defined

25-17-802(16)



The requirements do not apply to a product comprised entirely of untreated 
wood. 

Wood is Exempt 
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● Conduct education & outreach activities about the 
requirements/prohibitions. 

● Review complaints sent via complaint form 
● Forward legitimate complaints to Attorney General’s office. 

CDPHE’s Role

25-17-805

https://fs20.formsite.com/HMWMD/compostingcomplaint/index


● 20 total complaints
● 5 Referred to AGOs
● 10 not referred based on our determination
● 5 TBD

Complaints and follow ups



● Responsibility falls to producers
● Retailers/Business
○ Changing or removing products from shelves

● Government
○ Procurement policies

● Public: 
○ Submitting complaints

How will this impact you?



Requirements for 
Compostable Products

(What you should look for)



1. A certification logo
2. The word “compostable” 
3. Green symbols and/or tinting
4. No chasing arrow recycling symbol 

What to look for - Compostable Products
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Definition: has a width of one-half inch or less of printable surface space 
E.g. straws, utensils

Small Product
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Definition: has a width of one-half inch or less of printable surface space 
E.g. straws, utensils

Small products must comply to 1 of the 3 requirements:
● Certification logo 
● The word “compostable”
● Green

Small Product
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Products to avoid or 
report 



○ Tinting, color schemes, labeling, images or words that are 
required for compostable products 

Products to avoid or report:
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○ Tinting, color schemes, labeling, images or words that are 
required for compostable products 

OR 
○ could mislead consumers into believing that the product is 

compostable 
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● Compostables included in EPR 
● Intent: 

1. Improve processing of compostable covered materials 
2. reduce contamination

● CAA is not required to provide ongoing reimbursement to compost facilities 
● CAA’s program plan proposal is not finalized

○ Fund improvements through service agreements and financial payments
● CAA will also work with local orgs on education 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)



● Compliant certified compostable products are:
○ Green, say “Compostable”, include a certification logo

● Submit complaints
● Review resources on the webpages

                                  

Key Takeaways:  

CLA webpage EPR webpage 

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/standards-compostable-products
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/epr-program


Meghan
- Steps for certification

- ASTM, BPI, CMA, OK Compost 
- Bin confusion needs better labeling!
- Businesses and organizations across CO 

want to compost products with their 
food scraps

- Preventing contamination is key
- Eco Products approach to the 

legislation, on product labeling 
- Building composter trust, 

contamination reduction upstream - 
procurement 

- CFTP
- Universal composting w/ compostables 

versus strategic 
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Composter Perspective
Benefits of the Compostables 

Labeling Act:

Clarity in Customer 
Communications with labeling bill

Easier to spot contamination and 
recognize labeled products

Less Frequent “Look Alikes”
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Composter Perspective
Combating Contamination

Manual Removal

½” vs ¼” Screening

Overs Sifting with 1” screen
- Easier to manually remove 

contamination
- <25% yield of 

“contaminated” overs
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Sifted Overs

Contaminated Overs

Sittler Trommel w/ 1” Screen



Composter Perspective
Compostables Testing

- Control
- Low-Dose (approx 10% volume)
- High-Dose (2x low dose)

Measurements for
- Temperature
- Moisture
- Oxygen
- “Visibility” of compostables
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Control Low Dose

High Dose



Dosing Visualization Compostable Fruit Stickers



Composter Perspective

Education

Engineering

Enforcement
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Take Action in your community
CO Health code allows for clean dishes to 
be used

Bring your own to-go containers if you go 
out to eat

Promote 3 stream diversion at events or 
do a citizens initiative to make it law

Pass a local ordinance - Advocates in 
Denver led measure 306 - Waste No More 
Denver with 71% voter approval in 2022

EDUCATE -EDUCATE - EDUCATE
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How do we make the switch work?

Incorporating Business and public media to 
shift the intentionality and messaging.

Event organizers and event space managers 
need to understand the impacts of 
contamination 

Decontaminating Retail Food Plating - take my 
class!

Event space promotion of good behaviour: 
best practices create a shift in society


