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Auraria Compost Operations Update

MERIC

Robbie Tepperberg (he/him) 
Compost Operations Manager

robert.tepperberg@ahec.edu
303-556-8046



Global impact through local action. 

Our Mission 

The ASCP is a campus-wide program with 
the explicit mission of reducing the Auraria 

Campus' ecological impact and 
dependence on fossil fuels. We work to 

accomplish this through projects, events, 
and programs. We serve all three 

institutions on campus: MSU Denver, the 
Community College of Denver, and the 

University of Colorado Denver. 







Aerobic Digesters (dehydrators):

Pros:
• Does well with fiber and bioplastics
• Removes water weight by 80-90% 
• Limited carbon feedstock required
• 72 hours processing time
• Vermicompost worms love it!

Cons:
• Does not create compost 
• Removes water weight
• Limited research on unit optimization 

and utilization of by-product 
• Requires further processing
• Hydrophobic by-product 

• 24-72 hour processing
• Heating elements to reduce moisture content
• Augers to grind and agitate materials 



Collected ~6000lbs/ 
month of food scraps Contamination Rate: 4%

2024 Food Waste Collection Data

Composting 
Compostables



Organics made up 11.28% 
of our waste stream

Including yard waste we have diverted 
93+ tons of organics from the landfill

Organics Waste Stream:



Opportunity:

Education & 
Outreach:

Expansion:

• Unit Optimization
o Only 55% of materials able to be composted

• Collection expansion
o Dorm cafeterias
o Offices
o Large Events

• Site Improvements & additional equipment

• Vermicomposting
• ASP system
• Vendor and Events Policy

• Research and classroom engagement
• In-vessel digester awareness for campuses
• Tours of our facility



Living Memorial Institute

Cemetery Reform 

= 

Upcycling          
human landfills



Cemeteries Are Not Working

• Disconnected from Memorialization

• Failing as Community Assets

• Environmental Hazards, Climate 
Vulnerability



Cemetery Management resembles 
parking lots, storage unit rentals. 



Zooming Out
• 44,862 - People who died in CO, 2023
• 124 - People who die in CO every day
• 9 tons - Daily Human biomass
• 63.8% - Cremation Rates
• 34% - Burial Rates
• ~15,000 burials each year in CO
• 1,062,000 gallons of water per acre per 

year for cemetery irrigation
• 4.3 million gallons of embalming fluid 

each year in the US. About a fifth of that 
is made up of chemicals like benzene, 
methanol, and formaldehyde, which 
have known health and environmental 
effects.

• In New York City alone, burial grounds 
occupy over 4,300 acres - equivalent to 
5.2 Central Parks



Cemetery 
Reform!

Climate 
Resilience

 
Green 

Infrastructure

Holistic 
end-of-life care

 
Right to Die

Resource 
Management, 

Circularity



 What is the solution? 

                   Upcycle these spaces!

• 2021 NOR signed into Law in Colorado

• Updated stormwater infrastructure

• Innovative landscape architecture

• Regulate embalming chemicals

• FEMA

• Green Burial Council





 What is the solution? 

                    Adapt these spaces!

• Grave Recycling & Plot Reuse

• Communal Plots

• Open up cemetery to multi-use 

zoning

• Hollywood Forever Cemetery



“When mitigating the risk to the built 
environment, some cemetery land could 

be used to protect nearby infrastructure.” 

FEMA 



“Avoid the unmanageable,

manage the unavoidable” 



Thank you & your Contact info
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Robbie Tepperberg (he/him) 
robert.tepperberg@ahec.edu

303-556-8046

Vannevar Fussell (he/she) 
vannevar@compost-colorado.com

303-870-1361


