




















Bottle Gardening With Compost

WHAT IS THE PROJECT FOR?
To see how much plants really like compost in their soil.  

LETS GET READY FOR THE PROJECT!!!

Use the bottom of the next page to write down what you see over the 
next few weeks. Write down stuff like, where did you get your soil 
and compost, what type of seed did you plant, or how much water did 
you add each week.  Also look at what happens to the soil and not 
just the plants. 

YOU WILL NEED.......
1. Two 2-liter clear plastic pop bottles.
2. 5-10 fresh beans from a seed pack or from the grocery store.
3. Soil from around your school, home, garden, or a pathway.
4. Compost.  If you don’t have compost for this experiment contact  
 Mesa County Solid Waste Management at (970) 255-0754 and we can 
 send you a small package.
5. Water.

Its important to remember to always tell your parents or teacher that 
you are doing an experiment before you begin.  That way they can help 
you if you don’t understand something.

NOW LETS MAKE A BOTTLE GARDEN!  
          
1. Soak the beans in water for several hours or over night.
2. Have your parents or an adult cut the plastic bottles in half.
3. You can recycle the TOP portion.
4. Fill one bottle halfway up with the soil you dug-up.
5. Label this bottle “Just Soil” and date it.
6. Fill the other bottle with half and half of the same soil and mature 
 compost.
7. Label this bottle “Compost Added” and date it.
8. Plant a few beans in each bottle.
9. Place the bottles where they will receive the same sunlight.  
10. Keep the bottles watered.  Not too much just enough to 
 keep them moist.

YOU JUST CREATED A BOTTLE GARDEN!!!!
LET THE SCIENCE BEGIN...



DR. AL LASAUROSTEIN COMPOST QUESTIONS.
     
1. What did the soil in each bottle look like before you 
 planted the beans?
2. How long did it take for the plants to grow?
3. Which beans grew faster?  Why?  
4. List reasons why growing plants faster and stronger is  
 important for local farmers.

Experiment log:
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